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· 'MOCKINGBIRD': 
_ Fifty years later, 
: criticism abounds 

From PagelF 
' Finch, isn't more enlightened 

about race. Lawyer Finch simply 
tried to find a way to' save a black 
man accused of rape in a 1930s 
case argued before an all-wtute 
jury in a small Alabama to'Wn. Ac-
cording-to contemporary critics, · 
Atticus should have launched a 
full-scille assault on Alabama's 
segregation system. · . 

Some even condemn the author · · 
for depicting characters us-
ing then-word (which, unfortu-
nately, was common among white 
Alabamians dUring the Great De- : ;· 
pressionf Projecting one's own · ·. ·: 
values intopeople living in an · . 
lier age makes histo_riaps nervous: :: 
Shouldwe also stop reading Jane . 
Austen because she brilliantly ·. 
scribes yourig women coming of . ' . : 
age in pre-Victorian England in an 
insufficiently feminist fashion? · 

is gray. In 
America, . 

some critics insist that there be no 
. with truth aS they see : .. 
it. We are no longer permitted · , 
live in Harper Lee's mythical May- " 
comb, where people are torn be_- · 
tween loyalty 'to tradition and 
fealty to higher moral principle. 

Unfortupately for i<;l.eologues; '-"·' · ·, ·.· ' . -.,; .. ,, ,.., ... \··'"':::'f. . -- ,, · · 
most communities are still-like ·,·· . Badham, who played Scout in the'inovfe 
Maycmnb. They .are full of ·, .Kill a Mockingbird," pose? 

people we !ove, tradi,? · t': H_arper Lee c;:mthe film . ·. :';-:·: . ..... , .. ·-:: ·, .. , · ···t·'"!···:· ·',-
, uesthatliberateusi!isoriui:Ways' :f-·,j.:.:..:.; · •. ,,;· .. ·:·-:" .. · .... · ·. .. · 

.\ wtlilei.rllprisoning . . : gohe? ' . f.· :\lf.-.. 
,' Many of us struggle to become a .·.. . theu skins and walked m theu 
·· moral cmiipass while remaining : poor. white .- -·-·. 'r-.1. < Jckingbiid" 
1 connected to familY, And Qlat ' •· ·; racists like the Cunninghams, the "1''-song,·a 
! : forces us,·llke Atticus, to live ainid . -. objectionable and ·.::''<. : · 
1 : ambiguity, and prox- · · dnig-additted Mrs. Dlfb_ose, · · · flawed coin.pleXin 
' . imate solutions. ' , . :·· l . reclusive Boo. Radley arid even the ;· . 

"Mod.dngbird" lsn;t just ! . villainous Robert E. Lee' Ewell. His:: · heroic 
black. Most of the no'vet there ever b!:!(m a time. when civili- . '-to justice ag<uru>t ilicr,edible 

: presently concerns race_ andAtti- , •. zation needed the message 'of , ,' odds. IfAtticti.s 
. cus' pUrity on '!' eran_ce more a_ novel ·. .. ·, "• 
: sue. It is easy to understand why ·· · · that presents the theme better? .. · :. , :comb, at feast 
: so many criflcs ffiisimderstand 'the • . ''Mockingbird" prefers to.' .- '. ues of his. children, . . . . . <-. 
: novel's theme. The .. ,'· ·,sing 4i Itf9\Ynfores). his s'tandards 

: 
·civil rights movement. Screen- . : . , fuses to conform'to moaern · sensibilitieS. of ffiillions of readers :-:· ·-
: writer HO:t;ton Foote's adaptation·',. pectations celebrity. 4ia ·" around the world: . _ . ;:.: .' f •. 

: of the nov$lto film . , , .. · I to. ' 
. race through the moVIe, de- , Is essential to preservmg popular- · _ the Mockingbud .. 
: voting 40 percent pf the filin to the ity (think modem pop singers and- · · . llawed and key 1t b:, ·:·: :· ' 

.. courtroom alone (fat more' · Hollywood stars), Harper Lee ha5 · · · than to shoot It for smgmg an un.- 1 

: attentioJ?: thlll: the novel gave it}. · the aud'acity to live a private life, . · me!ody .• "·: . 1 ,:. ·• ,·, "-l·_:: ; 
. But to the author, the refusing to talk with 4ttrusive'jol,JI-. , .: . . . • : .. · .-. .. · . ._:. :. ·. . I 
no:rel's theme is. tolerance. .. t;Ialis.ts, aspiring biographers or-- ·. Way.ne u_ni-_' :: 

. Atticus oilly admorushes persistent stalkers. She dares de-. vewty professor ementus at : 

. for their . fend right to a private exis-. burn E-&zail: 
Urges his children not to CritiCIZe teJ1Ce Ill a world that demal}dS ill- _ jlyntjw@gmiliJ. s?m. , : . 


